Elders Training Workshop

March 5, 2009
8. “Practices for Cultivating Humility.”

Study: Humility: True Greatness by C.J. Mahaney     

Assignment:  Please read Chapter 8: “Identifying Evidences of Grace.” 
(pp. 97 – 110). Answer the following questions and be ready to discuss during Elder’s Training Workshop.

Introduction

Here is another Chapter in which Mahaney nails it. When you think he’s covered all the areas that expose our lack of humility, he hits us again! As he introduced this eighth chapter (Pg. 97 – 98), it reminded me of an illustration I saw many years ago. The speaker displayed to his group a large blank white sheet. Then he simply placed one small, dark dot in the center of the page. Turning to the group, he then asked, “Now, what do you see?” Seemingly without a thought, every group member he called on referred to the dark dot in the center of the white sheet of paper. No one mentioned the 99.9% whiteness of the paper. It brought home to me how quick we are to see faults, imperfections, blemishes and errors of those around us.

“Are you frequently critical of others?” Do you look at those around you only to find one blemish after another?” asks Mahaney. Sadly, I must confess the reality of this “Proud tendency” in me. It is so easy to sit in the judge’s seat and evaluate others based on ‘my own criteria’ and overlook the areas in my own life that requires God’s forgiveness and grace.
As I read this stimulating chapter, it caused me to re-read I and II Corinthians. I hope you will do likewise. Two statements struck me in my reading: first, in chapter six, I noted how many times Paul wrote: “Do you not know…?” (I Cor. 6:2, 3, 9, 15, 16, 19). This tells me how important it is that we Elders are well versed in scripture. To develop our belief system, we need to continually study God’s Word so we grasp what the grace of God, the call of God, the promises of God, and our identity in Christ—are all about. Remember, “your belief system will determine your behavior system.” Paul’s belief system and world view was shaped by God’s revealed word. With this perspective, he understood God, the world, the church and people from God’s point of view and could respond to sinful Corinthians as “saints in Christ Jesus.”
The other statement that struck me, I found in II Corinthians 5:14 – 16.  Paul writes, “For the love of Christ control us….Those who live might no longer live for themselves but for Him…. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view…” This is key to what Mahaney is teaching us in chapter eight. Our call by God is to see every person no longer from a human point of view but from who they are in Jesus Christ. In Galatians, Paul writes, “I am crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me….” (Gal. 2:20).

As Elders, our calling is to see people through the eyes of Jesus! That means looking beyond their sin and seeing their need. This calling may mean sacrifice, even suffering at times. But Christ’s joy is ours when we experience His grace flowing through us to touch the lives of hurting, struggling people. 
So, what evidence of God’s grace do you see in your own life and in the lives of people with whom you are having a difficult time?

Scripture Study: II Corinthians 5:11 – 21.

1. What two factors motivate Paul to speak to people about God’s way of reconciling people with Himself? (5:10 – 11, 14.)
· How do you balance the two as being equally important?

2. What convinced Paul about the love of Christ and what impact did that have on Him? (5:14 – 15.)

3. What does it mean to “no longer regard any one from a human point of view?” (5:16)
· What does it mean to regard someone from a human point of view?

4. If we are going to minister God’s reconciliation to people, how should we view them? (5:17)

· What is this “ministry of reconciliation?”

Book Study:
1. Re-read Paul’s introduction to his letter. I Cor. 1:1 – 9. What profound insight does Mahaney bring out about in these verses? (pp. 97 – 100.)
2. What evidences of God’s grace does Paul point to for which he thanks God? 
(1:4 – 9)

3. As you read pg. 100 “the blindness of pride” how is this perspective essential for Elders in their leadership role?

4. What are things that Elders should note in people when they serve? (pg. 101.)
5. What theological conviction went into Paul’s divine perspective so that he was able to see evidences of God’s grace? (pp.102 – 103).

· How do you respond to Spurgeon’s quote?  (p. 103)

6. What other two convictions did Paul rest on that gave him confidence?                  (pp. 104 – 106)

7. How does Mahaney apply the importance of looking for evidences of God’s grace in people?  (pp. 106 – 109)
Application
1. What will it take for you to copy Paul’s humble example?

2. Who has been a “thorn” in your flesh? What evidences of God’s Grace can you see in their lives?

